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Farm Laborers in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, August 
1957

Originally, many farmers were skeptical about using 
women for farm work. By the end of 1944, however, 
many had come to appreciate the WLA recruits. 
(16-G-323-5-N-5960)

https://history.iowa.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/people-work/farm-laborers-fort-dodge-iowa
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1993/winter/landarmy.html




FI0008668,” Sherrill, IA, 1948 by 
Fredericks, Robert/Fortepan Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI00086
68,” CC-BY-SA 4.0

“FI0006089,” Ackley, IA, 1920 by Mortenson, 
Jill/Fortepan Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI0006089,” CC-BY-SA 
4.0

Patricia, John, Marilyn and uncle Robert. Dad 
always thought the hogs needed to be in the 
picture. Sherrill's Mound
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FI0005092,” Merrill, IA, 1940 by 
Berger, Cathy/Fortepan Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI00050
92,” CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


FI0005881,” Macey, IA, 1935 by Mortenson, Jill/Fortepan Iowa, “https://fortepan.us/photos/FI0005881,” CC-BY-SA 4.0

Fred Richtsmeier with his pigs.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


FI0000900,” Dike, IA, 1959 by Fuller, Steven/Fortepan Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI0000900,” CC-BY-SA 4.0

LaVern Jacobson with his pigs

FI0008690,” CO, 1949 by Fredericks, Robert/Fortepan 
Iowa, “https://fortepan.us/photos/FI0008690,” 
CC-BY-SA 4.0

Robert Fay having lunch 51/2 down the 
canyonlooking at the Colorado river

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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FI0008776,” Dubuque County, IA, 
1949 by Fredericks, Robert/Fortepan 
Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI00087
76,” CC-BY-SA 4.0

“FI0008345,” Dedham, IA, 1959 by 
Schultes, Tom/Fortepan Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI00083
45,” CC-BY-SA 4.0
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FI0007846,” Williamsburg, IA, 1915 by 
Skoog, Herb/Fortepan Iowa, 
“https://fortepan.us/photos/FI00078
46,” CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/




Contemporary 
pig farming

https://www.npr.org/2017/
02/06/512190807/pig-far
ming-in-iowa-means-dirt-
under-your-fingernails-an
d-a-strong-sense-of-prid
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Farmer David Rosmann feeds hogs on his family farm in Harlan, Iowa, on Jan. 25, 2020. 
(Daniel Acker for The Washington Post)

The ratio of pigs to 
people in Iowa is 
about 7 to 1

We long have known 
that chemical fertilizer 
(anhydrous ammonia) 
and livestock manure 
(from cattle, swine, 
poultry) have conspired 
to make Midwestern 
surface waters toxic 
with nitrate and 
phosphorous, which 
promote deadly 
blue-green algae from 
Toledo to Des Moines. 
It’s suffocating the Gulf 
of Mexico, too. All sorts 
of maladies result from 
drinking the water from 
Lake Erie in 
northwestern Ohio and 
the Raccoon River in 
Iowa.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/06/03/out-farm-country-were-getting-fed-up-with-hogs-fouling-our-nests/
https://www.tfi.org/content/frequently-asked-questions-about-anhydrous-ammonia#:~:text=Anhydrous%20ammonia%20(NH3)%20is%20the,biologically%20unusable%20form%20for%20plants.
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/money/agriculture/2021/04/13/raccoon-river-most-endangered-list-american-rivers-iowa-livestock-farm-runoff/7130565002/


Happy Hula Farm, owned by Noel Texiera, 
right, raises Berkshire hogs, many of which 
end up as artisanal prosciutto. (Photo by 
Amy Mayer, Harvest Public Media)

https://nebraskapublicmedia.org/en/news/news-articles/this-little-piggy-has-a-market-niche/


ABISAI - Illya deTorres 

More “real” actual farmhand attire

Sweater

Jeans

Rubber boots



AMELIA - Annie Trevisan



BRUCE - Michael Heidingsfelder

Stiffer “dickies” style dark wash jeans

Classical americana



GERALD - Ted Rooney




